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HARVEST FESTML. TIte Harve,:t Festlval, ill e:r*ltlng cl.ry for theentlre farnlly, ls scheduletl for Saturday, rT,October-from 9 am to 3
pm wlth the raln date Sunday, L8 October.

The (_tonrrnitte* h;r.q planr thir year. to esparrcl the festlval;rt'tlutttl the s1,-le .rf Hart'1s,ttt Htrr-lse t.-, t!ie b,r.ck yit,-1 whet.e n varletyof everrts carr F-re helcl, The ;rrrtlqrre ,_lea1ers wl1i contlnue to o*"opy
!he f r.rnt y;rt'rl whlle the t,rg -qale wil l be m,rve.l tow.rt,ls the h.r,_:k,-loot' of tiie hrr-ri1cl1rrg, Tour' gr-r1c1es w111 be ;rvallakrle tc; tiirevlsitr)F9 thror;gh our :LBth century house anrj answer questions about
Gl-lFt.rmF .]rf tFrat tinre, Homeniade girrger'trlEirr-i, clecorater-1 glrrgerbrearl
men. c,rf fee, clcler. -*t:rt-la .r.l'rcl santlwiclie-q will be ,-rlfeiecl f,rr.pur'cha-ee alorrg wlth other bake s;rle ltenrs. Thls year., plarrg haveli*etr nta.cle tcl encr:rr-lt',19e the cliildt'en ttt Ie.r.t.n m.tr.E ib,rrrt hi,:t,it y ina _tota11y t,a1nlegs manrrer'.by_ playlng games, ltstenlng to stoilesand practlclng craf ts from 18th centr.rry Amer lca,

Fle,e=e f-r11r1g tag !;rle ltems tt> the Harrlson House on SatnrcJay,
10 t)ctober r)r F r ld.ry, L6 0ctrrber f rtim l0 arr tr-r I pm, ,Fleare c{tme, br'irrq ft'1encis, farn11y, or youisetf and spentl theday hav ing f r-rn I MARLENE- pALMQitI rrr & Mrc::HAEL' ,qyKE,s .
=* -*=*=*=*=*-*=*-*-*-*=*=*=*=*=*-* =*=*=*=* -*-*=*=*-*=* -*={=}=}=}={=
PROCRAM, FrrFty-f ive Fetrple bt';rver-i the tlit eat of r.;-r.in to .r.ttenr-l ilre7th '-lfirtli,r1 walking tor-tr' r-'n .rietrtenrL,er' 37th. The tor-rr. of Arret i1lPlace hras enJoyed by all
fot rner re-qlclerrts,

and many old storles Here exchanged by

Lisa Quintana, Curator at the New Haven Colony HistoricalSocIety, wlIl be _ouT,speaker on October 22 at the Community House.
flhe will ELrE;elt .tn f'=.nii1y l ife in t-'orrnecticr-rt .rf ter. the Ftevrrlirtiorr,

The November I9th FrogrLlm 1-q f'Nt-rEt.c.Ig1.r. tht,irlgh il-re M._r.1I ilrehlstory of the plcture postcard." For detal1s, see your schedule.
. JANE BT.lI]LEY
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CHRISTUAS PARTY FLANE; AND FREFAEATIONII, Arlciltiorral rrolr-rnteer -q wil-lbe welcome to prepare for our Christmas P;itt-L-o--'ne't",aiA-s;;Aay;-6
[tecenrl-rer' fr,-rm 3 - 5 pnt at the H.1r'r1sr)rr ]louse, - gur rlecoratlons wf f f
lnclude carrdle=, fr'esh gt'eet'r*;rnd h.-r11y, Eeit.exlrnrentE wilI be
served, lle look forward to frearlng the Branf.rrd Hlgh iichr:r.,rl
Ensemble Singers led by Cathyann R,rtherrnel, Vtr I t-rtrteet'.: Ett F
decorating or refreshments, please calI either:

MICHAEL ( 488-3270 ) OR MARLENE ( 488-t 441 . )



MUSEUM/ACUISITIONS. It is rea1ly hard to believe that the L992
season of rropen Housetf at the Harrison House is over. We took down
our MIF display in May. In packing things away, I was amazed at
the number of persons who had contributed to it. The Indi.an
display is now the major one and will be added to and left up in
L993. Several other contemporary displays will be replaced. We

hope to have rrA History of the Lock [dorksrr and a display on the
history, construction details, occupants and restoration of the
Harrison House completed for the opening of the house next year.

As customary, there will be a list of all 1992 donors to the
Branford Historical Soci.ety in the first L993 newsletter. I do
want to thank one donor at this time for an outstanding
contribution. Eleanor Scherer presented us with a handsome pair of
pewter candlesticks which had come from the home of Orin Squire, a
prominent businessman and public official in Branford in the early
L800ts. These candlesticks are now displayed with pride in our
Hal1 below a portrait of Orin Squire painted when he was a young
man. '

We sincerely appreciate all donations. I also want to express
my thairks to Marlene Palmquist and the Blackstone Library for the
loan of many artifacts and to Priscilla Oliver for furnishing
Iiterature and information for our Indian display. NANCY HENDRICKS

ARCHIVE acquisitions. Donations of paper and photographic material
continue to be added to our collection.. Included are new views of
the Linden Avenue area at the turn of the century and larger
collections taken by the late mason Foote Smith and Valdemar T.
Hammer. JANE BOULEY
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS. The rainy summer contributed to the healthy
growth of hedges and bushes. It took a good deal of attention to
t..p them in shape. Fast and heavy growth of vines covering and
invlding the outhouse also had to be stopped by heavy pruning.

The area behind the House is a natural background for our
activities and is in need of care. Our fal1 plans include
professional removal of dead trees and Iimbs in the back yard'

The Garden Club members - both men and women - have done a

wonderful job renovating, planting and maintaining the new memorial
garden. It has been greatly admired by members and visitors a1ike.

you would not recognize the kitchen if you havenrt seen it
since last spring. It had been fully remodeled into a very
efficient and good looking area. After the Society purchased a

compact refrig-rator and stove, our generous members, Peg and Harry
Hampton gave both time, Iabor and materials and not only painted
the cabinets but installed a new vinyl floor. Their efforts are
most appreciated by the Board and members, especially those who

have t'kitchen duties. tt

Sincere thanks to
behalf of the SocietY.

the Garden Club and to the Hamptons on
PAUL DWVER
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GUIDES. This past season our regular guides were augmented by
four rrJunior Guides," all high school students. Our appreciaton to
Denise Rock, Jeri Neely, Patty Wel1s and Rachael Sunny' Jhelr
pi.""""r a.ti willingnes! to learn and help was enjoyed by both the
Senior Guides and the visitors'



Antorrg gr.tests from out of state rrere two famil ies related to
the Harrison House family. One from California, the other from
Maryland.

hle are anxious to recruit more guides for next season.
Training classes will be held in the spring. It is an opportunity
to learn of Branfordrs history while helping the society. rf you
or a friend are interested. please call me at 488-LZ5g,

ELINOR KING
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IN I'{EMORIAM. This past summer many memorial donations vrere
received in honor of Dorothy Beach who passed anay in June of this
year. Miss Beach was born in Branford in February L897, lived many
years in New York City and returned to Branford several years ago.

Miss Beach etas employed by the Branford Savings Bank and,
following her retirement, by the Branford Senior Center. She nas a
member of several organizations and societies, dn avid reader and
actively working on a family genealogy, '

I personally met Miss Beach when I was Accessions Chairperson
and spent a few very pleasant afternoons with her discussing a
multitude of subjects including needlework, Native Americans,
genealogy. flowers and current events.

tJhen the Society did an exhibit, ITextiles and More,rf in ].989,
Miss Beach loaned us a 1ove1y Victorian crazy quilt made by her
aunt, Isabel Beach (b. 1850) and also some additional matching
panels depicting flowers and plants of the four seasons which she
had done herself. She was well known for her excellent needlework.

Miss Beach will be missed by The Society and we extend our
appreciation to her relatives and friends who made gifts in her
memory. PRISCILLA OLMR
-+ -+=+ - + = f =f=f=|=+ =+=+=+ =* =t =f =f -,f=f= +=+ =l =+=+-+-+=+=+-+ -+ - + =+=+ =+ =

HARRISON HOUSE UPDATES. Have you been going by the Harrison House
1ate1y and wondering what is going on behind the blue tarp?

For some time now we have had problems with the front door
operating properly due to a deteriorating si11 and studs framing
the opening. A structural survey completed in 1990 indicated that
an extensive repair project was necessary to fix this problem, as
the door was rea1ly only supported by the trim and not structural
members.

fn removing the interior and exterior trim to proceed with the
repair work, €Vidence l^tas f ound that indicated that an earl ier,
much shorter door was in this opening at one time. This shorter
door probably had a transom window above it, that would allow
dayl ight in to the entry porch and onto the lower staircase. Of
course there is little Ieft behind some markings on the frame,
one trim piece on the top of the opening and some early wallpaper
on the interior so that one can only guess at what may have been
there before our present day door.

We plan to have everything reassembled and back in working
condition for our upcoming Harvest Festival on October L7, and also
in preparation for a new paint job to be given to the front of the
house before the end of October.

We do plan to hinge two areas of interior trim, so in touring
the house all members and visitors may take a peek at some early
details of the Harrison House. BILL JOHNSTON
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