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trAnV[ST tlSTML. The Haflrcst testival. scheduled for Saturday.0ctober 19. l0 am - 3 pm.

(rarn date. Sunday.0ctober 20, noon - 4 pn) will be an evenl for the entire family.
Activrties $rill take place around the side of the Hotse and into the back yard as vell as the front

yard. The antiqtre dealers vill continue 10 occupy the fron yard vhile the tag sale vnll take place

near the back door.

Homemade gingerbread. decorated gingerbreadmen, cider. coffee amd tea vill be aveilable

along vith other bake sale items,

Children vnll be encouraged to parnlessly learn more about history by plaflng gatues. listening
to stories and practicing crafls of lSth centwy America.

Guides vntl be arailable to bring visitors through the Harrison Horse and ansvcr questions

about custoos of the lSth century.
Please bring items for the tag sale to Haffison Horse on triday,october 18. bets€en l0 am and 4

pm. This is a Society f\rndrarser and vre need your contributions.
Swprises may be in store so don't miss the funl MARLINI PALMQUIST & MICHAEL SYKES

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PR0OPAH- The program season started September lSth rdth a vonderf\rl shov about old Savin

Rock. 120 of )tou s€re in attendance, Don't miss the next progrerns 0n October 1?, Paul Mellon and

the British Art Center at Yale. and November 21. The Storyof the [armington Canal. JANI B0ULIY

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

THt HAPIISOI A0US[ & Gn0Uf,DS. Paul Dqrer has been bwy this past ]rear sdth all the

routine maintenance at the horse and on the grounds. Spring clean-up. sprinkler slntem repar,
coordination of tree and shrub pnrning. to mention a fev tasks. He has also located and installed

ne$€r. more efficient kitchen appliances, including a nevgas range more suited to our

occasional needs. He is, as ever. in need of help to continue to maintain all areas of the Haruison

Howe and the grounds. If you can help. please contact Paul at {88-63{0.

The Branford Garden Club has been diligently caring for our garden behind the'house and is in
the process of some design changes to present a more traditional garden. Ve a1l appreciate the

thor€ht and effort that has been put into this vonderlVl yard. BILL JOHNSTON

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SIPAYBIPAY f[Sf ruAL Another Great Yearl THANK YOU ALL [0R IHE GRAND [tf0RT ! | |

The lZth Annual Strav6erry [estircl this past June vent perfectly and posted another record

year for receipts. A hearty round of applawe to the nearly 80 rrclunteers vho make this ev€nt so

strccessfll e\rcry year. Ve sliced 325 guarts of berries. cut 107 dozen biscutts. vhipped ?5 qmrts of
crea$ and served over 1.200 short cakes.
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JANI BoULIY & BITTY LINSLEY



If trEt0nIAH. Several memorial donations vere receilred in recent months in honor ol frank
V. Bigelov and Louise L. Poole. both longtime residents vho passed asnay this spring,

[rank Bigelov retired as a Vice President of the M , I .f . Co. and his picture and a brief biography
8re lncorPorated in our "M.l.t. - a Retrospective" exhibit. A gradtrate of Quinnipiac College. he
served on its Board of Trwtees. He also srote the school song. He attended Harrrard School of
Bwiness Administration. Mr Bigelov $nas a qember of many organizations and societies
including fraternal. bwiness. historical and religiors. As a member of the Branford Historical
Society. he sras tnstrumental in reinitiating the annr.ral strasderry [estival.

Loutse Poole graduated from Branlord High School and the Stone Btsiness School, rorking
thereal\er al the Tradesmans Bank. leaving to rarse her family. Most recently she wrked at the
Connecticut Mental Health Center untit health necessitated her retireoent. She. too. $nas a
member of serieral civic and edrcalional organizations and an acti\r€ member of the Branford
Histortcal Society. rnctuding helping vith lhe arangement of tfre present M.l.E. exhibit.

!/e vall mtss both of these members and again thank their relatives and friends vho made
memorial gifts in their honor PRISCILLA OLIVER
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

HUSIIIH/ACCISSI0ilS- As this ts ttry first report to the Nevalerter as the Charrman of the
Mweun/Accessions Committee. I feel a few introductory remarks are in order I am rrcry pleased
to serve in this Position so ably handled by Priscilla 0lircr for the past four )'ears. The results of
her dedtcation to the iob ha've been obviors to all. I vas also delighted to learn that the expertise
and cork of tvo "pros" conslituted a vital part of this Committee. This s,as great ne$6 to me. Betty
Linsley evaltntes and marntarns the records for all books and documents vhile Jane Bouley
handles photographs and post cards. Vith strch help. I shall make every effort to continue the
guatity rrork of my predecessors.

I am most gratef\rl t0 the members and friends of the Branford Historical Society vho harre
madedonations tors in 1991. (A f\rlllist of donors vnll appearin the JanuaryNevrletter.) Many
of these gtf\s snll be on displaydtring our "Shov& Tell" progra$ on lebnnryZ?th.

It vnas decided to keep our M I.t. exhibit up for the remarnder of lhe year as it has been so vell
recetrrcd. Ivo displap that are under seriors consideration for the futwe are a maritime history
ol Branlord and the place Indians occupied in the early history of our tovn.

I recently receirred a letter from a lady after her visit to the Harrison Howe. She described so

sell the importance of donations vhen she wote. "Hov good it is that there is a place for family
heirlooms. a place vhere history still lives for the benefit of futtrre generations."

Please cail me at {88-7411 if youcan contribute to our collections NANCY HINDRICKS

HUSEUI (coa't) During the )tear. members of the museum committee vork at cataloging.
sloring and preserving archival donations such as old deeds. maps, photographs and diaries. All
photographs are placed in acid free sleeves and stored by subject in acid free boxes. Recent
donations by Norman Plant and Pearl Blackstone Milne are being added to the collection. Vork
continues on the vonderf\rl collection of photograp'hs donated by Earl Colter.

All gifts. both large and small, help the Society to preserr€ Branford's historical pasr and share
its story vnth ow citizens. If you have old photos that you vould be vilting to share but not donate
to the Society. please knov that $€ vould treat them vith care. make a copy and return the
original to yuu JANI BoULIY
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f CUIDES- As another season co&es to aclose, it is time to give thanks to all those vto havu made

it so very successM. Our gratitude goes to Laura Adamson, Linda Bassetti Ross, Yvpnne Brandt,
Jane Cheek, MarthaClark, Richard and Theresa Hammond. Peg Hampton, NancyHendricks, [unice
.bnes, Elinor King. Doris Marquis, Betty Mount, frances Skelton and Jean Sunny. Vithout their
time and energy, the Harrison House could not be shared vith so many.

This season. aany classes from Branford schools toured the Howe. In addition to Branford and
other Connecticul tovns. ta harre had visitors from not only Virginia Elorida and Indiana but
also from Germany. Italy, Canada and lrance. A grotrg of romen erchange students from france
vnas guided through IN TRENCH byour ovn Jean Sunnyl INIZ BUR}II
++++++++++++++++++++.1++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

IEIBtnSf,IP- As of publication date, ra hara receirred ll responses to olu invitation to ioin the
Society. Velcome to our nev members. Ve also harre l{l reneved members. Velcome back. Drcs
envelopes are still sitting on lhe desks of 173 members vho last paid in 1990. Ve knov hovbtsy
our members can be and le knovthey'll be sending checks soon. ALICI LAMBER,T

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

rEE tEGf,ID OT LAIE SALTOTSTALL
by Lyent Y. Iusrell. Eirroriaa. Coanecticut liver Povrov Society

Natirrc Americans first came into this area, novknovn as Connecticut, more than 10.000 years

ago, as has recently been prol€n. Probably this legend las gassed dovn from generation to
generation by the ancestors of the Quinnipiac Indians vtro occupied the Nev Harren area vten
the [nglish landed in 1638. The folloving is the Indian legend of the origin of the take as I recail
it from myyuuth.

Near a very large boulder deposited by a glacier (located on prirnte properly on the east side of
Voodvard Avenue in Nev Harren,) the ancestors of the Quinnipiac Indians rere said to ha\re held
some of their feasts and ceremonies, some of vtrich are knovn today as pornrovls. Dwing agreat
feast held there aslranger cane to visit them. As this stranger ras disguised. no one knevthat he
vas Kiehtan, the Great Spirit of the Algoinguian people. These hospitable Indians invited the
stranger to participate in the feast.

Af\er Kiehtan had eaten, he continued his journey towrd the east along the Great Trail
(Mishamapgal.) The route ras goorty illuo,inated for it Tas a night of a totat eclipse and the
moon vas already in partial ecligse. One can imagine the consternation of the Nati're peopte in
their obser\rance of this unwrnl phenomenon.

In the partial moonlight the Great Spirit ras able to follovthe trail through the forest. Einally
he arived al the base of a high hitt vtrich is the south end of a ridge ertending north and east for
seneral miles. He ascended the hill and vtten he reached the summit the eclipse ended and the
countryside vas illuoinated byabeautiM f\rll moon in acloudless sky. lrom this elevation on the
southeast side of the ridge Kiehtan had an excellent vievof Long Island Sound.

As Kiehtan looked out over the vater a vision cane to him in the form of ships agproaching the
land. IIe felt very compassionate vhen he reelized that a strange people vere coming to take the
land from his kindred. As he mourned for his people, tears rolled dovn his cheeks. One of his
large tears florad into the valley belov, forning alake kno*n as "Lonotonoquet," the "Tear of the
0reat Sgirit."

The lake vas renaned for the Reverend Gtndon Saltonstall. colonial governor of Connecticut
from 1708toll21.


